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11 GET $42. 3M IN DES LAWSUIT 

AP 

NEW YORK A jury awarded $42.3 million to 11 women whose mothers took DES during 
pregnancy, including eight who were the first to go to trial saying the drug caused 
reproductive problems not related to cancer. "It's a great victory for the women's 
health movement," said Sybil Shainwald, the lawyer who filed the lawsuits against 
three small drug companies. The state jury Friday gave one cancer sufferer $12 
million and two others $10 million each. Damages for women with reproductive 
problems other than cancer ranged up to $2 million. DES, or disthylstilbastxol, is 
a synthetic hormone manufactured by an estimated 300 drug companies and prescribed 
to 5 million pregnant women between 1947 and 1971 in an effort to reduce 
miscarriages. After doctors reported a link between mothers who took DES and rare 
clear-cell cervical and vaginal cancers in their daughters, the Pood and Drug 
Administration barred pregnant women from using the drug in 1971. 
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